
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Media Contact: 
 
Greg Risling 
Public Information Officer 
213-257-2000 
GRisling@da.lacounty.gov 
Twitter: @LADAOffice 
 

          Dec. 22, 2016 
 

Man Pleads Guilty to Triple Murder in Pasadena  
 
A 46-year-old man pleaded guilty today to murdering three people and trying to kill another during a 
2014 shooting rampage in Pasadena, the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office announced. 
 
John Izeal Smith entered his plea to two counts of first-degree murder and one count each of second-
degree murder, attempted murder and assault with an assault weapon on a peace officer. He is 
scheduled to be sentenced to 181 years to life in state prison on Feb. 1.  
 
Deputy District Attorneys Garrett Dameron and Geoff Lewin of the Crimes Against Peace Officers 
Section prosecuted the case. 
 
On July 12, 2014, Smith got into a domestic altercation with 59-year-old Maria Aguiar, grabbed an 
assault rifle and opened fire. Aguiar was killed along with her elderly father, Luis Aguiar. Smith then 
turned the weapon on neighbors, killing Jose Hernandez Iribe.  
 
Smith barricaded himself inside a home in the 1700 block of North Summit Avenue and called police. 
He shot at multiple people, including a Pasadena police officer, but nobody was wounded. 
 
Smith later surrendered and was arrested.  
 
Case GA092026 was investigated by the Pasadena Police Department. 
 
 
About the Los Angeles County District Attorney's Office 
 
Los Angeles County District Attorney Jackie Lacey leads the largest local prosecutorial office in the nation. Her 
staff of nearly 1,000 attorneys, 300 investigators and 800 support staff members is dedicated to protecting our 
community through the fair and ethical pursuit of justice and the safeguarding of crime victims' rights. 
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